Analyze the questions related to the focus area picked. Based on your targeted population, identify gaps in the delivery of safe and quality care. Remember your purpose is to uncover information that validates why this focus area should receive the inheritance of the fictitious estate.
Your final presentation you will be expected to propose why this is an area that should receive funding or why it is sufficiently funded. 
(Final presentation will be a PPT with video presentation due Feb 15th)
When you have finished your research, create a position presentation. Envision that you must meet the executors of the heiress estate to explain why you focus group is worthy of receiving the funds.
In some cases, you may feel that after you have researched your topic, you decide this is a well-supported topic area and does not need additional funding. The expectation is to present why.
Use the results of your research to convince the executors of the funding, that this particular component of our healthcare system should receive the endowment. Remember that in order to make changes in policy often the recipient of the information is not a healthcare professional. It is up to you to articulate to a non-healthcare professional why this is an important topic and why funding is needed.
Presentations should be no more than 15 minutes. PowerPoint slides should be no more than 10 slides. References should be included on the last slide. Students will be graded on the organization of ideas, the flow of ideas, ability to articulate relevant and important information, ability to "prove" the position you are taking. Adherence to the time frame of presentation, APA format of references.  
Paper due January 25th at 3pm
The paper must be 3-5 page, APA formatted paper discusses the topic using the questions provided. You should incorporate ideas from the overall healthcare analysis completed. Be sure to address the questions presented in an organized and purposeful manner. Abstract, not necessary, the paper should have a title page and reference page. 
Investigate a Focus Area
As you start to research the agencies, keep your topic narrow enough and of interest to gather a enough data but not have so much that you lack a direction.
Group Focus Research
Pick One focus topic to investigate. Analyze the questions related to the focus area picked. Based on your targeted population, identify gaps in delivery of safe and quality care. Remember your purpose is to uncover information that validates why this focus area should receive the inheritance of the fictitious estate. Your final presentation you will be expected to propose why this is an area that should receive funding or why it is sufficiently funded. 
In a 3-5 page APA formatted paper discuss the topic using the questions provided. You should incorporate ideas from the overall healthcare analysis completed. Be sure to address the questions presented in an organized and purposeful manner. Abstract not necessary, paper should have title page and reference page. 
Focus Topics
1. Veteran’s Administration
2. Mental health/substance abuse treatment and prevention
3. Women’s health/family planning
4. Health promotion/ disease prevention
5. Long-term care
6. Public Health
PROCESS:  Research a focus area
1. Veteran's Administration 
1. How are health services delivered to veterans, and what is covered?
2. How does one become eligible for VA health care?
3. Which branch of the federal government is responsible for oversight of the healthcare of veterans? and the VA?
4. What are the major demographics and health epidemics among veterans?
5. How would you characterize the VA’s health care quality initiatives?
6. Describe the strengths, weaknesses, and unique characteristics of the VA health care delivery system.
Useful Websites
Veteran’s Benefits Association: http://www.benefits.va.gov/benefits/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
Department of Veterans Affairs: http://www.va.gov/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
House Committee on Veterans Affairs: https://veterans.house.gov/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 
Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs: http://veterans.senate.gov/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
The Institute of Medicine: Health of Veterans and Deployed Forces: http://www.nationalacademies.org/hmd/Global/Topics/Veterans-Health.aspx (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 
 
PROCESS:  Research a Focus Area
1. Mental Health and Substance Abuse Treatment and Prevention
2. Describe the epidemiology of mental health and substance abuse for children, adults, and older adults, and their cost implications.
3. Discuss the legislative history of mental health parity and why mental health services  are covered differently than physical illness.
4. Briefly describe the public, private, and volunteer structures for mental health care delivery in the U.S.
5. Which branch(es) of the federal government are responsible for mental health? Substance abuse research and policy? Substance abuse prevention?
5. Describe the strengths, weaknesses, and unique characteristics of U.S. mental health and substance abuse treatment and prevention programs.
Useful Websites
Substance Abuse and Services Administration: http://www.samhsa.gov/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
National Institute of Mental Health: http://www.nimh.nih.gov/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
DHHS: Disease Index: http://www.dhhs.gov/diseases/index.shtml#substance (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
National Institute of Mental Health: https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/topics/index.shtml (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
 
 
PROCESS:  Research a Focus Area
Women's Health/Family Planning
1. What services are included in women’s health?
2. How/where do women receive healthcare in the U.S.?
3. How are women’s health services financed?
4. Briefly describe the public, private, and volunteer structures for women’s healthcare delivery in the U.S.
5. What percentage of the federal budget is allocated for women’s health programs?
6. What are the strengths, weaknesses and unique characteristics of women's health issues?
Useful Websites
DHHS Office of Women’s Health: National Women’s Health Information Center: https://www.womenshealth.gov/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
DHHS Women’s Health Index: http://www.womenshealth.gov/index.php (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention:
https://www.cdc.gov/women/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.    http://www.cdc.gov/reproductivehealth/index.htm (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
Kaiser Family Foundation: http://www.kff.org/womenshealth/index.cfm (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
The Women’s and Children’s Health Policy Center: http://www.jhsph.edu/WCHPC (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
 
	 
PROCESS: Research a Focus Area
Health Promotion/Disease Prevention
1.     What are prevention services and how are they delivered in the U.S. healthcare system?
2.     Who finances prevention services?
3.     How are preventive services assessed for effectiveness, and how are they recommended for widespread clinical use with the general population?
4.     What is "translational research" and how do clinicians become aware of new prevention guidelines? (See "Putting Prevention into Practice" program.)
5.     What is being done to reduce the racial and ethnic disparities in preventable deaths?
6.     What are HEDIS measures, and why were they developed (from a policy perspective)?
 
Useful Websites
DHHS Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion: http://health.gov/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
Center for Rural Health: https://ruralhealth.und.edu/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
National Committee on Quality Assurance: HEDIS and Performance Measurements: http://www.ncqa.org/hedis-quality-measurement (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
Healthy People 2020: http://www.healthypeople.gov/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
Agency for HealthCare Research and Quality: Putting Prevention into Practice: http://www.ahrq.gov/research/findings/evidence-based-reports/evidence-into-practice.html (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services: https://www.cms.gov/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
DHHS - Office of Minority Health: http://minorityhealth.hhs.gov/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
 
PROCESS
Investigate a Focus Area
Long-Term Care
    What are the forms of long-term care?
    How do private and federal long-term care insurance programs work, and what percentage is purchased by the senior population?
    How is long-term care regulated and financed in the U.S.?   
    Describe the hospice benefit and eligibility.
    How does a policy maker know if long-term care facilities are delivering quality-of-care?
    Who delivers care to the elderly, and what are the future projections for the long-term care workforce?
    What is OSCAR, why is it important in long-term care? Which entity has the focus of responsibility for data collection?
    What are the strengths, weaknesses, and unique characteristics of the U.S. long-term care system?
Useful Websites
Long-Term Care Overview: http://longtermcare.gov/the-basics/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality: http://www.ahrq.gov/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
DHHS: Administration on Aging: http://aoa.acl.gov/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
DHHS: Aging Index: http://www.hhs.gov/aging/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
Federal Interagency Forum on Age Related Statistics: http://www.agingstats.gov/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
National Center for Health Statistics: Aging: http://www.cdc.gov/aging/data/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
U.S Census Bureau: Aging http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idbnew.html (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
AARP: http://www.aarp.org/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.


 
PROCESS: Research a Focus Area
Public Health
1. How is the US public health system organized across the country?
2. What are safety net providers, and how are they financed?
3. Describe critical access hospitals and why a community would want to seek eligibility.
4. Describe the Public Health Service Commissioned Corps and other members of the public health workforce.
5. What is a FQHC, whom does it serve, and why would a facility be interested in applying for that designation?
 
Useful Websites
 
National Health Service Corps: http://nhsc.hrsa.gov/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
Urgent Matters: Safety Nets: http://www.urgentmatters.org/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
America's Health Care Safety Net: Intact but Endangered (2000) Institute of Medicine: http://books.nap.edu/books/030906497X/html/1.html#pagetop (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
DHHS - Critical Access Webpage: https://www.cms.gov/Center/Provider-Type/Critical-Access-Hospitals-Center.html (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
National Conference of State Legislatures: Federally Qualified Health Centers: http://www.hrsa.gov/healthit/toolbox/RuralHealthITtoolbox/Introduction/qualified.html (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
American Hospital Association: http://www.hospitalconnect.com/aha/member_relations/cah/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
National Rural Health Association: https://www.ruralhealthweb.org/ (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
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